somewhat analogous case of Pierre Abelard, the autobiographer has used language so vehement and sombre in speaking of his misdeeds, that he is often awarded a larger amount of wickedness than he is probably entitled to. He was in his eighteenth year when he took to himself a mistress. His words seem to imply that this was the culmination of a couple of years of corrupt living. It is hardly worth while making a severe research into the matter, but justice to the young Augustine impels us to submit one or two considerations. In the first place, Augustine is sternly bent on magnifying his misdeeds in his Confessions. The solemnity with which he enlarges on the theft of a few pears in his sixteenth year should make us accept his phrases with some discretion. Then we have an interesting witness to the light' in which he was regarded by his school-fellows at Carthage. In later years, Vincentius, a Rogatian (heretical) bishop, admits, in writing to him